
PRESS RELEASE 

 

On January 6, 2009, the United States Ambassador to Burundi, Patricia N. Moller, signed  

grant agreements with six community-based organizations that will receive a total of U.S. 

$ 43,000 in assistance from the Ambassador’s Special Self-Help Fund.  These funds will 

support projects to provide safe drinking water, practical skills training, and innovative 

food processing opportunities to thousands of Burundians in the provinces of Bujumbura, 

Bubanza, Cibitoke, Muyinga, Gitega, and Kirundo.  Ambassador Moller said that the 

people of the United States were pleased to work in partnership with Burundian 

communities, because it is these sorts of projects that can have an immediate impact on 

people’s lives and stimulate local economies. 

 

The Ambassador’s Special Self-Help Fund focuses on helping communities to help 

themselves.  The U.S. Government funds small but important projects to assist people to 

play an active role in their community’s own development.  Every project must have a 

strong element of community involvement.  Some examples of previous projects include 

building a pottery-training center for Twa women in Muramvya Province; supporting 

drinking water projects for more than 25,000 people in Rutana and Ngozi Provinces; 

constructing a primary school for 250 students in Buterere; and supporting an animal 

husbandry project for blind children in Gitega.  Applications to the Self-Help Fund are 

evaluated objectively based on the details of the project and weighed against State 

Department guidelines. 

 

For more information about the U.S. Ambassador’s Special Self-Help Fund, please visit 

the U.S. Embassy’s website at http://burundi.usembassy.gov/resources/public-

diplomacy/programs/special-self-help-fund.html 

or call the Self-Help Coordinator at (+257) 22-207-000. 
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